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THE 


PREFACE. 


T HE Reader. will, I hope, ſoon” 

fee, upon the peruſal of the fol- 
owing Letter to His Majeſty, that it 
is calculated to redeem the credit of 
Dedications, as far as the Author 
could, to remove. the reproach of. adu- 
lati on, at {fs 771 one inflance. 


1 ndeed it 7 were greatly zo be wiſhed, 
that « all Ki inge had feilful and faithful 
 tafters, 70 guard them againſt the 
poiſon of flattery, as * as that of 
Jos: 6 


The 


Wy 


= | PR E 1 4 C E. 
we cuil ef vhis vibe ae glaring 


2 — * 995 * as wich * 
22 mare han in en ther | 
The moſt Becoming of all 0er; is 
iti Modeſty . Flattery is to this 
virtue (and indeed, in a great degree, 
zo every other), what Paint is b 
Beauty. Paint hides the native graces 
| | of complexion —daubs, defaces, andy 
Þþ in the end, totally deſtroys, under the. 
* pretence, bterally under the elk, of WP 
1 adorning. [1 | 


| But, above . defeats all the 7 
purpoſes of that inflltive, grace, and 
3 moſt amazing- guurdiam of virtue, 
| hluſhing. Pare robs this fine emblem 
3 and ornament of virtue, of all its uſe 

and beauty; as flattery deſtroys all. 

| the grace, ornament, and reality, of. 

| the virtue it/e elf. — ic de eftroy- 
3 | " ty 


ed, and . deformity. ſucceeds, in bath. 


God in his goodneſs defend all the Fair, 


the Powerful, and the V. irtuous, from 


I have only to add, that 57 by the 
Bali, ing of God upon my humble and 
honeſt endeavours in this little piece, 
any of my fellow Chriſtians ate bene: 
ted, as none are injured, my end i ir 
anſwered. 
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"His $4cgty MAJESTY. 


GEORGE, the HF. 
'Gazar Mirai 87. 
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Derexven of the bar. 


1 75 Gracious Sovereign, 


FTE are rifortacd, by the accounts 
F Jeft us of the ancient Egyp- 
_ Zians (deemed the wiſeft nation in the 
world), that it was a rule eſtabliſhed 
among them, every morning, as foon 
as the King had diſcharged the du- 
Aare b TRE 9 
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vernment of his kingdom. 


* DEDIGATION. 


ties of his devotion, to have the vir- 
tuous actions and exploits of ſome 


: great man read carefully before him, : 


in order to excite and implant great 


and noble ideas in his mind, to direct 


his judgment, and influence his con- 


duct, in ſimilar caſes, for the better 


adminiſtration of his affairs, and go- 


3 2 * 


4 this, Sir, * 8 excuſe of 


a private man, claiming no affinity 


to Egyptian wiſdom (except in an 


humble imitative application of it), if . 
he preſume to lay before Your Ma+ 
jeſty the behaviour of that wiſe and 


excellent Emperor, Conſtantine the 
Great, in a point by him deemed of 
great importance. How far it was 
ſo in itſelf, Vour Majeſty will beſt 


judge J * poſſibly, the following 


account 


FE Coo gt 


DEDICATION: xt 


acebunt of it may not be altogether 
un ſeful to eum. . Jag 
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2 Tais great man was, beyond all 
doubt, a prince of excellent endow- 
ments, abilities, and diſpoſitions :—— 
not clear. of human infirmities, in- 
deed; but unblemiſhed with vice of 


_ kind, 


| His praiſe muſt ever be high i in 
8 and his memory moſt pre- 
cious amongſt Us, to whom 5 (under : 
God) we owe the reformation of the 
old world from all the immoralities 
and abominations of - idolatry and 
heatheniſm, and the eſtabliſhment of 
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mind of one 3 which your wil- 


dom and wont TOO A * 


1 ue 


much leſs attended to, than in the 
eolonies of © our great r rivals in com- 


xi, D/ED 1CAMION: 
zl. - FR 4 * 4 = 1 x — * Wo ; 
IJ TAKE it for granted; from the 


wiſdom and piety of thoſe wha had 


the care of Your, princely education, 


that You were early habituated to 


hear truth; and, therefore, I preſume 
to hops, that Now Wr w think 
at You in 


im f tanc | n 
* a _ 8-5 F KS. # La 8 
. 


I i grocrally beliebt as in 1 
ence, become a national re- 
proach, that the concerns of Religion 
have been leſs atrended to in the Bri- 
tiſb colonies of America, than thaſe 
of any other European nation. And 


poſſibly, it may not. be altagether un- 


worthy of notice, that they have been 


5 merce 


1 


we e deem 15 — Clititian, 
Ifthis-befac,' as I am too well ati 
fied it is, Vbur Majeſty will beit 
judge; how far it may become You | 
to take this matter into Your at 
2 conkideration.” eee 


1 tak very far "RO the prop 

my of dictating to Your Majeſty, or 
Your Council, or even adviſing on 
this head; and only beſeech God to 
direct and influence both, as He fees 

beſt. Indeed, had Tan undoubted 
right to adviſe in this affair, I ſhould 
employ it to no other purpoſe than 
khumbly to exhort Vour Majeſty, and 
Your Adviſers, to hear the complaints 
of the Clergy of the Church of Eng. 
land, in thoſe regions, and to ſe the 
poor at of Gad before Your” eyes, 
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| ſhall barely beg leave to Hint, 
poſſibly, the ſignal ſuc 
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1 2DICATION. 


nd  efoalits 6 te the meaſi Ir 
which He Himſelf made uſe of in the 
eſtabliſhment of His holy Religion, 
and tlie laws He laid down for the 


maintenance of His RENEE No 
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Bur as I a nd ſuch right; T 


ceels* rv 


Majeſty's Royal Anceſtor's arms in 
the conqueſt of great tracts in that 
new world,” might be calculated, in 
the purpoſes of Providence, to more 


than worldly views; to enable and 


incline thoſe excellent diſpoſitions, 
with which His infinite goodneſs hath 
bleſſed Your Majeſty, to reform thoſe 
great tracts to the purity of the 
riftian Faith, to 2 


to 
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$1 nk Majeſty's s OWN... 1 
wil beſt remind Vou, that to reform 


the morals of Vour people, is, beyond 
all doubt, the moſt effectual means 


to promote the peace, happineſs, and 
proſperity „of Your dominions; and to 
conyey them, corrected and efta- 
bliſhed in Fon to your late . 5 
hp 


hs HAT, God wil inspire Your heart 
with, all the purpoſes moſt conducive 
to His glory, and the good of man- 
kind, and effectually enable Vou in 
the happy purſuit and accompliſh-, 
ment of them; is the moſt zealous 
wiſh, and moſt fervent prayer, of | 
one who fincerely thanks God for 
es | the 
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7 T is too well Laan, that | 
a late Author (believed to 
TIP Ns hoe a ſtrong ambition to 
4 and 8 be thoug ht Gngularlylearn- 
ed) allowed himſelf (in contempt of 
the Eftabliſhed Church, and all other. 
Societies of . ſerious Chriſtians). to 
place Orthodoxy t to the ſcore of Igno- 
kance, without any diſtinction cither 
of creed, or countries. | 
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Tut reader will not, 15 believe, 
be ſurpriſed 60 So this eines a 
licence _ to be pas wy Ton 
BY Chriſtian. 
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H 18 3 was this, * . 
ever country you go into, the unthink- 


ing part thereof are aluays the re. 


puted Orthodox; without the leaſt 
hint, that the Chriſtiam had any ad- 
vantage over the ee or * | 
then. © 


Tirrs indifcriminating Ada Gi 
ed to me ſo great an infult u pon the 
rational purity of the ChriftianB Faith, 
as ought not, could not, go long un- 

chaſtiſed. And therefore, I waited 
earneſtly to ſee ſome abler pen vindi- 
cate the truth; but finding I waited 
to no Purpoft, *Þ reſolved, at length, 4 
to take up my own; thinking it 
might not miſhecome, or be thought 
too 


[8] 

too adventurous in me, even in this 
advanced age, to refute the calumny; 
ſince nothing more was required to 
do ſo, but plain reaſon and hiſtorical 
truth: and I beg leave to aſſure the 

reader, that I have endeavoured to do 
this, without entering into any con- 
troverſy upon the point, with any 
mortal alive or dead; barely placing 
the caſe in an open, a true, and, I 
hope, a clear light. An endeavour, 
for which, I — the learned Chriſ- 
tian will pardon me, and the un- 
r e thank me. 
ems Sn; I dhinkin vit ek not * 
| — to premiſe, that, by Chriſ 
tian Orthodoxy, is meant, an Uni- 
formity of Belief with that of the 
primitive Chriſtian Church, ſet forth 
in the Creeds of the . and the 
5 . * Mir... 
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Jo begin then: I apprehend-el there 


are few: Chriſtians, of any conſid 
tion, above the vulgar, ſo awd 
as not to know (or at leaſt. to have 
heard) that the Chriſtian e 
was in a ſtate of perſe rom 
Chriſt to the time of A #he 
Great, with very few and: ſhort/in+ 
tervals; that it underwent: all the 
Hery trials, that human or helliſn 
cruelty and Wee Souls e or 
inflict, 10! 


1 
peror, the deſtroyer of Pagan idola- 
try, and abominations of every kind, 


and the eſtabliſner of Chriſtian Faith, 


Truth, and Purity, over the face 
the earth, muſt, un theſe very ac 
ben be variouſſy reported of, ths 
Hiſtorians, of | contrary: intereſts: and 

| prejudices. ——But what they all agree 

| 1 mult, 1 2 be taken for grant 
ed. 


ay 


ed. And in this they all ſexceſit 
that ſadly and : groſsly ſuperſtitious 
n, and enemy to truth, Zofimus), 


mul undoubtedly agree, that he was 


valiant, chaſte, learned, modeſt, re- 
markably gentle, and amiable in his 
addreſs ; 3 and generous, 
far beyond the example of any of his 


predeceſſors, and, I think, far W 


er | e in * 
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{hooks me — = lie to quote 1. 


* paſſages from Heathen 
ON” theſe n 


. e hs EY 4 Pa- 


gan hiſtorian, gives this account of 
 lim;-+-Hetells us, that Maximin the 
Tyrant, deſigning his deſtruction, 


found means to engage him in com- 
bat with a fierce Lion, whom he ſlew; 
and Conſtantine ſoon after, finding his 
deſtruction was determined 5 the 
| I Tyrant, 
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| Tyrant, | eſcape Dec 
Faun at which time (it is ge- 
nerally believed that) he was upon 
his death · bed at York, and (being 
tranſported with joy at the ſight of 

his ſon) appointed _ ws derm to 

lis ou of * eee | 


ad Gin Conſtantine gef 
Et * cruel tyranny of Maxentius in 


Rome, and not long after of Licinius 
in the eaſt, he (earneſtly ſolicited by 
an embaſſy from the ſenate and peo- 
| plwGKube of Rome, to relieve them) 'was v 
3 prevailed upon from the joint mo- 
tives of humanity and intereſt to in- 
| vade both; and overcame each, fuc- 

N Ceeſſtvely. And by fo doing, redeem 

cel many regions of the earth from tlie 

moſt dreadful ſtate of miſery and op- 
preſſion recorded in hiſtory And 
he adds of Conſtantine, that he 

4 eee all the Emperors that 
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e preceded: him, with every virtue, 

“ and every thing that was good, 
& beautiful, and halle, as well 
as with _ 8 and n 
65 e 115 


ene, Venen an Heather 
author alſo) in his hiſtory of the Cæ- 
fare, ſpeaks to this yh WW here- 
fare, it is well known, that eruditian, 
and gentleneſs of manners, eſpecially, 
are neceſſary to princes : inaſmuch, as | 
without theſe, the goods of nature are 
deſpiſed, as rough and rude; and, on 
the other hand, thoſe gained Cyrus, 
the Perhan king, eternal glory: but, 
in my memory, theſe raiſed Conftan- 
tine, although eminent in all the ather 
virtues, to the ſtars; in ile good 
Vibes of all men: who, indeed, if he 
| Sad ſet: bounds to. his munificence and 
ambition, and thoſe. arts by. awhith 
wn Spirits. are apt to be quenſet in 


their 
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— than by barely mentioning what 
the judicious writers of the Univerſal 
Hiſtory ſay of him, in ſumming up 
his character. All authors allow him 


to have been a prince endowed with 


extraordinary accompli /bments, both of. 
body and mind. An excellent com- 
mander, an able flateſman, à great 
encourager of learning, and himself, 


much addicted to read, rt n 


* 


5 Tas prince, converted to the 
Chriſtian religion by a miracle; I ſay 
by a miracle, too public and too well 
atteſted to be reaſonably denied or 
doubted, and ſoon after raiſed, by 
the Providence of God, to the impe- 


| rial 3 * in all its glory, 
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and eſtabliſhed in \ full peace, with: | 
out a rival, or partner in Power. 


Tuts prince, thus circumſtanced, 
. — nothing ſo glorious, after he 
had delivered the whole world from 
tyranny and oppreſſion, and eſta- 
bliſbed it in civil peace and hap- 
pineſs; as to deliver it alfo from the 

tyranny of fin. and idolatry, and 

every corrupt and ſuperſtitious abo 1 

mination that reigned i in it, and eſta _. - 
bliſh it alſo in religious purity afid 

peace. And after he had tried ſeve- 

ral other methods, and found them 
ineffectual, he thought nothing ſo 

likely to be effectual to this end, as 
ſſembling an univerſal council of 

_ Chriſtian Biſhops, in order to have 

all che points controverted amongſt 

Chriſtians fully and fairly debated 

and diſcuſſed in his preſence; a fair 

and foll trial of the truth being the 

3 * moſt 
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moſt natural means to bring 1 men to 

an agreement about aj And accord- 

_ ingly he fummoned ' ſuch a council, 
and brought Biſhops | from all the ro, 5 
gions of the known world, e r 
fears, 22 Jans, and Africans ; 3 n 
RY cythians, 5 armatians, Per fins, and 
inmoſt Fr ndians ; and conveyed. the —_ 
at his own expence, together With 1 
their aſſiſtant Preſbyters, "+4 + as + 
and attendants of an inferior, order, - 

to the. city of Ni ice 1 Mn Hs 

A, D. 32 5: at} 


"Fan allo N Many learns, 1 


= ed Laicks and Philoſophers of. moſt. 3 
eminence; and many Papi diſpu- * 
tations were held, not only between 
the contending Chriſtians, but alſo 
between the able Philoſophers an 
the Chriſtian Biſhops, aſſiſted by * 
Preſpyters and Deacons: among 
; whom Athanafi us, à man almoſt 
2 | equally 1 " 
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1 Equally Adrhired, 8 gb And ab. 
# © 58 ern coy, a Deacon bon be- 
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W 1% ae Acts 6 and aibgivs: (ho) 
e egun, as it is natural to think, with 
good deal of heat) were carried on 
3 With che greateſt calmneſs of eiuer 


N all _ Fe 


"Soil account of theſe diſputations 

Yr 10 remains to us in Gelaſius Cizi- 
+# cenus's Acts of the Micene Council “, 
And other eccleſiaſtical Writers. And 

N long and learned diſputation be- 
1 tween Athanafius and Arius (ſaid to 
ö be held before the Council of Mice 
is recorded in the Works of that 
Father (indeed. more than one), and 


n 


92 Indee#Grlaftar g eredit, as an hiſtorian, is of 
ow or no weight; but his materials ſeem to be 
vell collected, and far from being ol his own in- 
vention. | 5 
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is perhaps as maſterly in its Rind +=Þ 
| Socratick) as any tranſmitted ' to Uh - + 
from the days of 5 7 : which if the 
antichriſtian advocates of heterodoxy 
had known, and well 3 
they would perhaps have made no 
mean addition to their {cri ptural 
knowlege; nor would their ow 
wiſdom, high as it may be, even in 
the eſtimation of their own humility, 

4 or the wiſdom of their admirers, 
8 have, found that father (and the coun- 

# dil in general) more the object f 2 
their reproach and . * of 


their veneration. $24 lia - ! 


5 1 it muſt be WY. | 
theſe gentlemen are not the only per- 

ſons reproached | with hereſy who. 
have treated the Micene Council with 
contempt. | One other heretic (and 
but one that I know of early date), 


8 abinus the N acedorian (who, made 
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lumniator and a falſifier of the acts 
Which he pretended to recount. Some 

things lh Socrates) he hath defign- 

of edly omitted; other Jome he. hath de» 
praved and changed : but he hath | 

interpreted all paſſages according. 70 


* 1 and de 2 


TH 


2 collection of the canons of ſer 1 | 
ſynods), did the N in cal Ks 8 
Looms Aae 3 N 
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N owthe WENT eier ay nel) 
conſider, what credit is due to. this 


man, when he examines the cha- 


racter given of him by Socrates Scho- 
laſticus, who repreſents him as a ca- 
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at 


; "Ty E Re an b. us, that 


this Sabinus was not aſhamed to 1 
charge Euſebius, Biſhop of Cæſarea, 5 
1 — 1 the reproachful ſpot and ble- 
miſh of 1 Ignorance (Lib. I. at the end 
of 9 8 Letter to the Church 
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of Alexandria, Chap. 6.) Ke when 
this man charges one of the moſt 
learned men that ever lived with f ig: 
norance, the reader will judge what 
regard is due to him, when he calls 
the Biſhops of the Ni were Council, 
Taiots. 5 es 
Tu ſame e ad us (Lit. 1. 
Chap. 5.) that this Sabinus does in- 
deed commend Euſebius Pampbilu 
as a witneſs worthy to be credited: 
he does alſo praiſe the Emperor for 
His judgment and ſkill in the Prin- 
ciples of 9 | TH 
N ow fince this Pr admits 
Euſebius to be a. witneſs worthy "= 
credit, the candid reader will judg e 
for himſelf, whether Euſabius s cha- 
rater of the Biſhops of that Council 
does not thorou 6 confute & abinus s 
. calumny. Fr * 
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Euskzglus's account of thoſe Bi- 
is 8 18 as follows +: he tells us, that | 
this council was like a ſpiritual gar- 
land compoſed of the choiceſt flow- 
ers, or chiefeſt learned men of ſeveral 
nations. And again, Chap. . Of 
rbeſe Miniſters o, God, ſome were 
eminent. for their wiſdom and elo- 
quence, others for their integrity of 
life, and patient ſufferings of hard- 
ſbips; others were adorned with mo- 

deftly, and a' courteous behaviour; Jome 
of them were highly reſpected by reaſon 
of their age; others were eminent for 
their youthful vigour, both of body and 
mind, Doubtleſs that Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves this, to ſhew, that ſome of them 
were now 1n the full ſtrength of bo- 
dily conſtitution, and conſequently 
in the prime of their intellectual 
powers; as mary thers were vene- 


F Life of Copanine Lab. il, ehen, 6th and 


gth. 
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hands, chat many of G were con- 
feſſors for the religion of Chriſt. And 
we- have d grounds to believe, 
that the teaehers of many of them 
were informed in the Princip les of 
the Chriſtian Religion by ths: diſ⸗ 
ciples * ; INE FOO ry fto- 
PO | SIC 


Tur aps header will: eaſily co cons 


ceive, and ſoon conclude, what weight 
he ſhould lay upon the teſtiniony of 
Euſelius in this relation, when Ie is 
conſidered, that he was no way par- 
tial to the Orthodox, but quite the 
contrary ; and was brought to their 
opinion from his own, in the council, * 
5 dint of conviction. mY 8 . 


Bama. hats * gives us r . 
to e end, that * s aſſent 


g ol 
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on this obenfion was not from n 


viction, but from the influence and 


authority of the Emperor Conſtantine, 
who required all * Biſhops, then 


preſent, to ſubſcribe to the Son's Con- 


| ſubſtantiality, or Sameneſs of Sub- ; 


es hs the F ather, 


In e to this, give me leave 


to declare, in the ſincerity of my ſoul, 


any perſon there preſent, or uſing 
any influence, except ſuch as diſ- 
oourſing and reaſoning on the point 

in nn might namen We 


| Tuus much indeed we may — 


from the moſt unprejudiced witneſs 
e 7 


that T never could find, from any ac- 
count or hiſtory of the tranſactions 
of thoſe times n after a long in- 
quiry), the leaſt hint of the Emperor's 
requiring the aſſent or ſubſcription of 


* 
8 „ * # 1 1 
P 1 l -.— A_— = — — no. 
ph. — —— . - S - WET "IR SE - — = WP 9 2 9 - = 
* — — — — — — — - — — — 2 EY — — * 2 * 
—— Wn! B \ POE LEI. OF. le Sony * a Ee AO ts — q 
8 7 2 w_- EY t * : r > 


r ——— > 
. — —— 


of thoſe 1 that it was the 
Emperor himſelf who introduced the 
word conſubſtantial * into the de- 
bate : : and that he explained and diſ- 5 
tinguiſhed i upon it with a clear judg- 
ment, and philoſophical accuracy; 3 
and — 2 he had done ſo, which was 
not done till after long previous de- 
bates, and after. the Scriptures. had 
been thoroughly examined upon the 
point, the whole aſſembly became - 
unanimous in their deciſion. 


A8 my purpoſe i is not to write a 3 of 
this Council at large, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
the main point controverted in it, was the Divinity 
of our Bleſſed Saviour ; which, after it had bgen 
fully proved in the aſſembly, from the Sonſhip, 
Sameneſs of Nature, and Unity, of the Son with 
the Father, it was at length: thoughe proper; (to 
guard againſt the infinite artifices, - evaſions, and 
ſubtleties of Arius, and his followers), to expreſs 
that Sameneſs of Nature by the Sameneſs of Sub- 
Bance, 1 1 che word, Conſubſtantial. 


hat 


[ 19 * 
"Willy" Euſebius ls up pon that 


occaſion, 1 is very no em ag F 


o this opinion, fays he, thus 
64 explained (that is, by the Emperor 
ce and Council), we thought good to 
« give our aſſent; more eſpecially 
cc becauſe we alſo knew, that ſome 
cc of the ancient, learned, and emi- 
« nent Biſhops, and writers, have 
made uſe of the term Homo-oufios 
«* (confubſtantial) in their explana- 
c tions of the Divinity of the Father, | 
ce ere the Son.” # | 


"Wk. any man, that is bimſelf 
ingenuous and fincere, blacken this 
declaration of Euſebius as hypocri- 
tical and infincere? eſpecially after 
he himſelf hath told us, that the aſ- 
ſembly were unanimous in their de- 
ciſions; and that he aſſented to the 
words, of one Subſtance with the Fa- 
I 2 ther, 


16 5 
ther, in the ſame ſenle;1 in which - 
{too in the-Coungil'®,.. . 


: His 1 as guter Gay e 
authorities now referred to, are ele i 


ee Bur this” propoſition, to, be af 
. &® the ſame Subſtance with the Father, 
ce doth. expreſsly repreſent to us no 
*© more than this; 3 VIZ, That the Son | 
te of God hath no community with, 2 
& gr reſemblance to, created bein 285. 
«© but that, in every reſpect, he is 
like the Father only, who hath. wh 
& gotten him; and that he doth exiſt. 

6e of no other Subſtance, or Eſſence, 
* but of the Father. To this (opi- 
t nion) therefore, thus explained, 05 
6c 8 good to give our aſſent.” 


See his Letter to the People of his Dioceſe 
ae 1 e Lib." i. and Theod: * i. 
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Ap yet there are ſome men in 
the world (at leaſt there have been) 
hardy enough to charge him with in- 
33 on this occaſion; and not 
him only, but the great Conſlantine 
alſo; to which I ſhall only anſwer, 
that, were there no other proof of the 
integrity and zeal with which Con- 
Pantine tranſacted this affair, I frank- 
ly own, that the vaſt trouble and im- 
menſe expence incurred to accompliſh 
his purpoſe, is to me argument abun- 
| dantly ſufficient to evince his ſin- 
cerity: foraſmuch as all this could 
anſwer no other end but that of con- 
ſcience towards God; for all the pur- 
poſes of peace and good government 
in the empire, and loyalty to him- 
ſelf, would effectually be anſwered 
by the ſole ceaſing of perſecution, 
And if we add to this his ſolemn and 
repeated prayers to God in behalf of 
the Chriſtians, gecorded by Euſebius, 


for. 


T R131 | 
for the eſtabliſhment of peace and 
unanimity of faith in their hearts, we 
muſt of neceſſity conclude him either 
an open and upright Chriſtian, or a 
moſt deteſtable deceiver and h ypo- 
crite an hypocrite equally' ſtupid 
and infernal— an abomination of 
depravity, of which he never was 
even ſuſpected by his worſt and moſt 
malignant enemies; and from which 
his nature, his whole character, and - 
eourſe of _ were utterly abhorrent, 
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Fon my own. part, algen Lam 
fab from preſuming to compare or 
pronounce any thing upon the point, 
yet I ſolemnly declare, I could almoſt 
as ſoon ow RE in the calumny of 
thoſe deteſtable miſcreants, who could 
turn the beſt· natured and moſt bene- 
ficent conduct of our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf into reproach and abuſe. 
TAE 
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Tas number of Biſhops aflerabled 

at K on this occaſion, is reported 
with ſome. variety by different wri- 
ters; but Socrates Scbolaſticus ex- 
a pronounces, that their deci- 
ſions were determined by the una- 
nimous ſubſcription of three hundred 
and eighteen Biſhops, from whom 
five only diſſented; and of thoſe 
five, two of them ale retract- 
ed, and ſubſcribed, as did Arius him- 

elf, after ſome time, although, it is 

to be feared, not fincerely: and I 
muſt own, I am, in my judgment, if 
not determined, at leaſt ſtrongly. per- 
ſuaded to conclude in favour of this 
number; inaſmuch as I find it the 
received opinion of the Fathers, that 
Abraham's army of three hundred 
and eighteen men, by which he 
| reſcued Lot from the miſcreant cap- 
tives of. Sodom, was'a type of this 
Chriſtian army of Biſhops, by which 
the 
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{ay 
A ns gane wen me ap 
reſcued from the corruptions of the 
infidel world. And, for my on 
part, I ſhall not take upon me to pro- 5 
nounce, that this judgment was not 
well founded; conſidering how many 
perſons and things, under the Diſpen- 
lation of the Old Teſtament, were 
types of perſons and "I under 
* of the New. | | 


| Tris great aſſembly of Biſhops 
were convened in one vaſt bange : 
in the Emperor's palace; of which 
Euſebius ſpeaks, as r en- 
larged for that purpoſe. fx 


In. BY midſt of 'this chamber was 
erected a moſt magnificent throne ; 
on which the Sacred Writings were 
depoſited, to be referred to, as the 
Oracles of God, as occaſion called. 
* what Euſebius obſerves of Con- 
Jantine 


hub Meinbly, 2 appear as an 
angel from hs in all the ſplen- 
dour of earthly glory and grafideur; 
which yet were ur bone — 
pietyand ae ef the A Imighty,” which 
ſhone out in his countenance ; his 
down caſt eyes, bluſhing modeſty, 
and amiable humility of deportment, : 
ſet off by the cligniry of magnificent 
 andfine proportion, firmneſs, ſtreng gth, 
and ſtature, fax ms, all we no- 
ble attendants. 
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Wen 4 mall car 85 gold to be 
placed i for himſelf, about che middle ot 
he chamber, as it were at the footſtool 
of "the ithrone” and behaved” himſelf 
. E with 
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Ge o God! . that. bun: | 

liry. exalt him and how mean is all 

the united princely pride of all earth 

ly; ;potentates in 1 of. this 

Shrine humili W St 


" Waar 1 fm doth. thi 
humi lation ſuggeſt to us of. a man, 
at that inſtant inveſted. in all the rays 
of royalty | perſonal beauty! and i im- 
perial grandeur Never was thi 
virtue, truly chriſtian, ſo adorned 
and ſo; exalted upon earth, ſince the 
n of Jeſus. C hr 4 ds 
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© alot 74 ths erk Edog's 


R that + a 
peror had ordered a. chair to be placed 


for 
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for himſelf in the aſſembly; yet did 
he not offer to ſit d own, till the 
whole Council made it their emen | 
_— do him to take his r 0 


THEN Sabel biſhop of ts 
och (not the deputies of the Romam 
pontiff ) opened the council, in a 
ſhort but eloquent oration, ſuited to 
the occaſion; acknowledging the 
good neſs and liberality of Conſtantine, 
in calling that aſſembly from all the 
regions of tlie earth, for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtian peace; and ended 
with thankſgivings to God for fo 
went an event. 


TRE Pipers then addrefed the 
afſembly 1 in a wiſe, a well Judged, a 
truly pious,” and pathetick oration, 
confeſſing the exceeding goodneſs of 
the Great Ruler of all things to him, 
* that of all his predeceſſors in 

E272 the 
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the empire; who, after he had! en- 

hr him to ſubdue his other ene- 
mies, deſtroyed thoſe "tyrants that 

in earthly tranquility, had now given 
him a proſpect of Chriſtian peace, 
through their means: earneſtly ex- 

horting them, that they would no 

longer ſuffer the Religion of Chriſt 
to be torn into diſſenſions and diſtrac- 
tions, by the wiles of the wicked one, 
and expoſed, by that means, to the 
| reproaches of defamers; and beſeech- 
ing them, that, laying afide all con- 
tentions and a ig they would 
with zeal apply themſelves to that 


one great purpoſe of Ohriſtian unani- * 


mity and pee. 
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Warx this was over Dn bated: | 
ed to the bufineſs for which they were 
convened: and it is agreed on all 


8 — after the firſt perſonal 


animo- 


þ ns piety patience, dan — 
fine addreſs of mee all the 
queſtions, were moved, and the de- 


bates carried on, in this great \coun- 


cil, with the utmoſt temper and inte- 


grity. Zuſabius himſelf ons this: 


and e den glories in it in his | 


letters to the. churches concerning 


that ſynod; affirming, that all things 


zemed- to give occaſion or mat- 


ter of . controverſy were there accu- 
rately examined and diſcuſſed. And 


Sactates, the hiſtorian, comments 


nore at large upon the openneſs and 
minute exactneſs with which all thi nge 
were there debated and e enquired in- 


to, and finally and . an amazing 
unanimity determined: but not till 
after a long, a diligent, and a deli- 


Perate enquiry; for it continued, at 
leaſt, two months ho of the. beſt 


writers ſay, three). > 24 
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— Gith of this: aflembly ; 
ce Some excelled in underſtanding 
« and eloquence, and were eminent 
de both for their knowledge in the 
| ures and for other 
learning alſo; and that others were 
famous for their go: A n vir- 
<<. tue eds life.” FHF CT "RON, dae 

1 * . en Goftentine himſelf wy 
3 of them is yet more remark - 


. 


auirable for modefty of mind and. ſaga- 


city. - One of the fineſt and perhaps 


rareſt temperaments and endowments 
of the human ſoul | and, doubtleſs, 
the more honoured by Conſtantine, as 

it was ſo eminently the true character 
of his o.] n. | 
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ha nin ek ape | this R 
| je are agreed, that all parties were, 
on. this occaſion, aſſiſted by -many 
2913. able 


able lifts bes and) ſome. wy hea- 
chews cu se 
CVE 1 

AN ſure it 7 W ah 
moſt ſerious attention of thinking be- 
ings to reflect, that the members of 
this « 0 ( il were Men ſeparated from 
one another by very remote regions, 
languages, prejudices, and intereſts, 
(many of them remarkably at variance 


764% 
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with one another,) and agreed in 


nothing but one common Chriſtian 
Faith. And, doubtleſs, this was one 
reaſon why Conflantine, in his letter 
to the churches on this occaſion, tells 
them, therefore you may willingly 


embrace this decree, as 020 s geen 5 | 


JUNE from Heaven, 


Give me leave to 8 that the 
age is allowed more generally learn- 
ed than perhaps any other we know 

— indeed allowed by the beſt cri- 


3 p : 8 5 ; ticks, 


abe diffuſed eh — earth, 
by means of Mexander tlie Great, — 
his ſucceſſors in power, and by the 
moſt providential tranflation of "the 
Scriptures by the Septuagint; without 
a ——— and aderable * 


fanklyecold not have bees Coma 
or would have met to lietle — 
ee 
IA EAI. tha to 8 h wh 
ingenuous reader, is it poſſible to 
imagine a more rational ground of 
Chriſtian Orthodoxy, than an hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion to the deciſions of ſuch 
an Aſſembly; after a calm, a long; 
a deliberate diſcuſſion (as I before 
5 RE of all the points in contro- 
verſy? 


— — not — of 
all the holy men and confeſſors, but 
alſo of the whole (almoſt infinite) 
— 10 n the e n al- 
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. And N Aſſem hw yo — rk 
earned, 5 — the moſt 
numerous, truly venerable, conſcien- 
tious, and chriſtian, that ever *. 
met om nn ö 
101 rr 
3 bk — eee wy 
db to the faith of the Micene 
council, deſpiſe, as they in their ſupe- 
ior wiſdom think meet. I for my 
on part ſubmit, without the leaft 
pretence to humility in ſo doing; but 
quite otherwiſe; owning the irreſiſt- 
„ able 


(&&] | 
et of reaſon ab tri 
earneſtly. ure eilen. 
finite mercy, not only tc ta Preie "VE 
me, for ever, in the e this 


e bat likewiſe to preſerve me; 


octrine — dees — 
hy, 1 had almoſt ſaid bbc 
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FROM * fads here lait down, 
aud hiſtories referred to, ſome clear 
t ih et, hay. 
bak Had) ti c n lin Ab ian 
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| altre between therdeveral ſects of 


againſt: the — or genuine 
neſs of the Sacred Writings, then re- 
ferred to; nor any the leaſt hint, 
ſuſpicion, or ſuriniſe, of their being 
blemiſhed by corruption of any kind. 
And the ſame is remarkable con- 
cermng” all the writings of Julian; 
Ceſſus 8c, the moſt early and deter- 
mined enemies to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. And this the candid reader 
muſt own 1s in the place of ten thou- 
ſand proofs of the authenticity and 
purity of the Sacred Writings; and 
ſhould methinks make the preſent 
hardy objectors bluſh to death for 
their ſhameleſs and groundleſs calum- 
nies and infinuations upon: that head. 
And I am ſorry to number among 
"theſe, a late noble Lord, who ſhonld, 
and I am almoſt tempted to think 


muſt, have known better at the 
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— and leſs e e 
ane 8 T cannot help co der- 
ing that part of his dern as the ſad 

n of a r depfidd, perverted, and 
ed genius. And 1. heartily 

| nner the candid Chriſtian up- 
on on may full, clear, and critical con- 
1 fi Sap! of'it; particularly thoſe of | 
| r. Leland, in the whole, and * 
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* og as the work dbounde with the 
moſt confident aſſertions (ſhameleſs and ill 
grounded), in oppoſition to the moſt ſacred and 
ſalutary truths, I think myſelf bound, in the cha- 
racter of a watchman and a lover of mankind, to 
Warn the world to be upon their guard againſt it; 
not heſitating to aſſure them, ho will take the 
trouble to read it, that they will, upon a careful 
peruſal, find in it, more glaring contradicxions, 
falſe principles, ſhocking abfurdities, abandoned 
_ , abuſe of wile and good men, and, under the co- 
Jour of chiſtiſing the wickedneſs of the clergy, 
* more profligate "prophanenek, than perhaps any 
other work hath Titherts' dared to + qr 
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* "Tr bath been 1 obected to the | 
0 >hriſtian Religion, that, If it had been 
of ſo much conſequence to the falva- 
tion of mankind, God could not have 
been ſo partial as to confine the know- 
ledge of it to a ſmall portion a the 
| earth e 


| "+ Nor can n Lavoid ling notice of the ai 
& Mr. Pope, in diſcerning the weakneſs of that 
. noble lord, upon ſubjects. of divinity, ſo many 
years before, as may be ſeen in a letter from him 
=_.-- Swift, dated Dec. 10, 1725. 
He is there, giving the Dean a particular: ac- 
count of his particular friends, and among other 
_  -things writes thus: Lord B. is above rrifling, when 
be writes of any thing in this world, Be is more 


ban mortal: if ever: be trifles, it my be when be 
Turns divine. 
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Now 


fated — en left us _ this 
Council; for it appears clearly, from 
the hiſtory of this Council; chat the 
Chriſtian Religion was; ät that time 
fully manifeſted over the whole earth: 
For how elſe could Chriſtian Biſhops 
be called to it from every region of 
the known world? And therefore 
the ceaſing of i it from many y regions, 7 
where it was once eſtabliſhed, is no 
more an imputation upon the equal 

and impartial goodneſs of God to his 
creatures, than the prodigal's waſte- 
ing his portion in riotous living is an 
imputation upon the benignity of the 

Kind andindulgent father, who pro- 
vided it for him! Nay, it is certain, 
that the knowledge of the-Chriftian 
Religion was ſpread over tlie face of the 
hole earth an the days of the Apal- 
tles. And to this the malignity ef 


its 1 contributed almoſt as 
11 much 
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Fux violence of the ſucceſſive per- 
ſceutions drove many of the able 
and moſt ſincere profeſſors of Chriſ- 
tianity, year after year, and ago aſter 
age, into many of the moſt deſolate, 
barbarous, and remote regions of the 
earth; where their ſuperior under- 
ſtanding: their exemplary piety,” the 
integrity and- purity of their manners 
(co lay nothing at preſent of their 
miraculous powers), gained them ſo 
high a degree of veneration and 
eſteem, as naturally engaged all thoſe 
they eohverſed with, to reverence 
their lives, and, in r- 
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more known. to the world by various 
means. nod | Soni, HSE 133148 et DN. 
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— Pfxsr, by che fame of this Ce 
el, and by the going thithery and 
return "thence, of all the — 
A laity and philoſortieny 
regions of the — and 
from their own' __— N. and 
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E. -SECONDLY, by the * 8 lets 
ters to all parts of the world, from 
Whence it was convened: as. alſo bis _ 
Aubſequent letters to all the abſent 
| _ wh —_— chunthes. N Ang, 
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marks of his enlarged munificence 

and favours, diffuſed ſar and near, 

on this occaſion. For we are aſſured, 
he made preſents to every man of 

that aſſembly; and gave ſeveral of 

them leſpecially thoſe who had been 2 

confeſſors) ſignal proofs, of his muni- 

ficence, affection, and eſtem. 
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ou! Ano laſtly — peror's great 
— — ſent at that time (td pro- 
bably iſhops 


| pug — ofhis — For we 

are. expreſly aſſured by. Euſabius, that 

the tranſactions! of that Council, by 

the hands of the moſt eminent Biſhops 

in the world, to all the Biſhops who 

were not there, and to all the re- 

gions of the earth who had no repre- 
ſentatives there; exhorting them to 

unanimity and aſſent to the decrees 

of the ſynod. And, at the ſame time, 

made liberal diſtributions of money 

among all the people, as well thoſe in 

the country as in the cities; clearly 

manitefting and diffuſing the: mani- 

feſtation of the influence of Chriſtian 

Charity upon his own heart, in every 

b ede of its. diſtinguiſhing e ex- 
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by veral ſubſequent councils}; [all 
. of — 1 | 


— an — ; 
of Biſhops, and Chriſtians of all: kinds, 
from all the regions of the cärth, 
were ſummoned by Conflantine, to 

celebrate the dedication of that moſt 
noble and magnificent temple; there 


erected by him, in memory and 


honour of: the Ne ors of 75 eſus 


10 


[THESE Biſhops alſo, were cony 
thither, and Wie there, at his 
expence: to which was added, an 
amazing diſplay of munificence, and 
charities of all e to an infmite 
multitude of * E515 
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this tranaction in all its eireumſtan-. 


den 1 Think le r 


in ene croſs of Chriſt ſhone but 
with a new luſtre ; with a glory bear- 
ing ſome analogy with that in which 
it had lately ſhone out to Conſtantine 
the Great, in the heighth of Heaven, 
and in the fight of his whole army; 
above the ſun then decli ining from the 
meridian. 


Lux any man then candidly revolve 
in his own mind, the happy ſtate of 
eaſe and tranquility then enj joyed by 
the whole earth; the Emperor's flow- 
ing humanity and benevolence 'to all 
eg at all times, and upon all 

ions; and his moſt unexampled 
and unbounded munificence 2 
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